COROWA 1990
This was the 11th Corowa Swim-In and had a number of different features. The first was that AMVCS provided the only two GPA’s: Brian Bell’s from Sydney and Reg Butlers from Parkes. Kevin Brown, Victorian and member of both clubs, tried his self propelled Land Rover trailer again and then ran out of petrol. Are members aware that a trailer has to be fitted with life jackets, bailing bucket, flares, oars etc? The man from ‘Waterways Authority” (or Maritime Services Board) if you live near the coast,) told us this. I don’t know what he thought of the Amphib because he either didn’t see them (hard to believe) or figured that they might be too hard to explain and left before one drove over his toes.
Reg Butler had problems on his way down as he blew 3 trailer tyres and had to drive the GPA some of the way, but true to country hospitality the response was “Choose what you want from those and you can have them.” Bob King, Ian Rattcliffe and Dave Brown drove down the long way via the South Coast, Cooma and the Snowy Mountains. In the mountains Bob broke a rear axle in the M37 but managed to get hold of Keith Adam to bring down another axle with him so continued on to Corowa in front wheel drive. Bob had to use the services of Uptons to get the broken section of the axle out and was charged (after also borrowing spanners etc) the terrible expense of $5.00. another example of country generosity.

Tim Vibert was awarded the prize for biggest Boy’s Toy. Tim took delivery of his Kaiser Jeep Wrecker and had fun trying out all the bits and pieces. Keith Adam and Geoff Denniss drove the wrecker down from Sydney. This one is a petrol model and Keith was on good terms with a lot of stations in the way from Sydney at around 3mpg. Keith said it goes well and can cruise at 40-50mph. What an image! Keith and Geoff even ‘posed’ into a Motel instead of sleeping under the tray as usual! It’s an awful lot of truck and could cause a major marital conflict if you are interested in a 14 ton toy.
A second feature was an arranged Saturday evening dinner at Victorian member Glen Stone’s farm in the suburbs of uptown Rutherglen just over the Mexican border. More than 60 people were able to have dinner of Pork, Beef & Lamb with roast potatoes and various salads with BYO G&G (grog and glass) in a big clean new shed (how does a M.V. restorer have a clean shed please Glen?) Maggie Mottram knocked up an old Melodrama and invited a few members to participate in that and telling a few old (scripted) yarns. Rick Cove of VMVC and Don Campbell added a round or two more for a bit of extra spice. There were, as usual, a number of “prizes” presented by Colin Anderson and donated by Tim Vibert and Mike Cecil: 
Bob King received the hard luck trophy, a genuine electric thingamy for removing bits of axles (or crimping hair, warming hot dogs, or similarly shaped items). 
Tim for the Biggest Boy Toy, a Billy can.

 Brian Bell, a measure for the most fun had on a weekend. 
Geoff and Keith a billycan for best driving effort. 
Rick Cove of VMVC for best new restoration of his White Scout Car in American configuration 

Kevin Brown for the slowest Amphib.
Quickest restoration: Bruce Wiltshire (who was coming in various vehicles all having trouble so bought a set of Bren Tracks instead.

Russell Altmann (Champ and Ferret spares) Billycan for biggest load of junk to Corowa ever.

Reg Butler, longest distance.

Glen and Lynn Stones, shortest distance.

Albert Bowden for the most interesting Blitz (Monkey Face with no cab back as Albert is a growing boy and has trouble getting in the cab and driving).

Members traveled together, for convenience. Ian Ratcliffe donated his Dodge for a major group and arranged the driver for the distance for the “Yobbo mobile” frightened hell out of the drive in bottle shop attendant! This venue was readily accepted as previous difficulties had been discounted regarding children and we thank Glen and Lynn Stone for their hospitality.

Around 30 vehicles plus trailers were present and included Tim’s 6X6 Inter with Blitz workshop body from a recent Bandiana Sales and a Land Rover fitted out to demonstrate infra-red gear for centurions he had for sale (works too!) Though vehicle numbers were down this year, people numbers seemed more, with modern vehicle participants along for the ride. 
From NSW Bob and Judy King M37, Geoff Denniss and Dave Brown in Land Rovers, Ian Ratcliffe Dodge Weapons Carrier, Tim Vibert Inter 6X6, Kaiser-Jeep Wrecker & Land Rover, Reg Butler and Brian Bell with amphibs,  Lyle Gardiner and Tony Edwards in Jeeps. Allan Cox, Keith Adam, Don Campbell, Bob McCann, Phil Rider, Jan Thompson, John Mackie, Ian Styes, Mike Cecil, Tom and Di Rolfe all were also in attendance.

Remember it will be on again next year. This is not your organized vintage car rally. Just go and do nothing, talk military vehicles, swim, visit the wineries. All is possible but it is the best get together we have. Give it a go and come along next year.

Tom Rolfe
