22nd Annual GPA Swim-In and Military Vehicle Rally

Corowa N.S.W.

Tuesday 13th to Sunday 18th March 2001.

Once again it was time to venture to Corowa, located in the heart of the majestic Murray River. This year the Corowa and Wangaratta Tourism offices contacted us about assisting to promote the event and they had us listed in their brochures. I set off from Sydney on Wednesday afternoon and after a 3-hour drive I arrived at Yass where I stayed with John and Toini Hedges.

Just prior to 9am on Thursday I left Yass with Max Hedges who required the comforts of a modern motorcar due to a recent shoulder operation. Travelling in one of the 2 Blitz’s which left slightly after us would not have impressed his doctor. After a 4½ hour drive with a few stops for antique shopping we arrived in Corowa to find that 3 GPA’s owned by Mal Mackay, John Summers and Roger Ross had decided to drive to the Hume Weir, east of Albury and spend a few days motoring down the Murray River to Corowa assisted by the current. They left at lunchtime on Wednesday. On Thursday evening some of us had dinner at the Royal Hotel before taste testing Mick’s Port while others had a BBQ and caught up with old friends.

On Friday we were able to sleep in and the Mystery Trip to Wangaratta left at 9am for Wangaratta at a very fast pace [80km per hour]. Apparently the Blitz’s had to work hard to keep up. They spent 2 hours at the Air World Aircraft Museum and then went into town for lunch at the ‘Bushman’s Pub’. On their way back to Corowa they looked at the ‘Vintage Motorcycle Swap Shop’ in Wangaratta. This turned out to be no ordinary bike shop as there was a collection of approximately 50 old and rare bikes. They ranged from BSA, Matchless, Norton’s and many never seen before. There were another 60 unrestored bikes.

I stayed in town for the day and made contact with the journalists from Corowa and Albury then awaited the arrival of the GPA’s. Mal Mackay kept us updated so we organised a large group of vehicles to welcome them in. They had a good trip and stopped regularly along the way. The only problem was that Roger Ross had a broken fan belt. They arrived at 2.30pm and a Journalist from the Corowa Free Press did a story. Next year they plan to head off from Corowa and go downstream for a couple of days. They hope more GPA’s can join them. I had my first ride in a Hummer owned by Dave Bush from Victoria. It was great! Friday also saw the arrival of some Tasmanian military vehicle collectors who were joining some of the Victorians and continuing a tour of the east of Victoria. That evening we organised to take over the balcony of The Star Hotel and at least 50 people enjoyed a delicious meal. The new publican was amazed at the number of people and was delighted to have us there. He gave us a donation for our raffle and loaned us a white sheet so Don Campbell could show slides back at the caravan park. Later that evening a group of us decided to check out the hotels at Rutherglen and thanks to Jenni and Kevin Burne for loaning us the Land-Rover Discovery. The rain started as we arrived at Rutherglen and was quite torrential for a while. We went back to The Star Hotel where there was a bit more action. The rain stopped for a short time and when the Hotel closed we went back to Ball Park and got stranded under the BBQ area with another extremely heavy downpour. At one stage Dave Mottram came out to check if anyone camped in tents was in need of a dry bed; after an hour of all this rain I eventually made a dash for my van. In the meantime I had spoken to John Oldenmenger who had suffered  problems with a borrowed trailer on his way down so the Oldenmengers  ended up staying at Gundagai for the night and arrived late Saturday morning.

Fortunately the rain had cleared for our procession and swap meet on Saturday morning however it was still overcast. The local Police assisted us with the convoy across the river and back again. John Hedges, who now normally helps marshal the parade on his WLA, had spark plug problems so had to settle for a Blitz while his brother Max fixed the problem and met the convoy on the way back from Rutherglen. There were 47 vehicles in the parade through Corowa and a few who didn’t go. There were a few bargains to be found at the swap meet and the Corowa Lion’s Club put on a delicious lunch. A re-enactment group called Ausreenact set up a display of German and Austrian uniforms and equipment along with Peter Kunz’s 1939 Zundapp motorcycle. There were also 3 members of an AIF re-enactment group dressed up in full uniform for the entire weekend. They travelled from Sydney by train and returned dressed this way. In the afternoon the DUKW and the GPA’s took people for rides. The river was quite high this year and a number of trees had fallen into the river. Dave Brown took his Land-Rover down the embankment and across the end of the lagoon to show Dave Bush the depth of the water then Dave Bush took the Hummer through. The wheel ruts on the bank made it difficult to get the vehicle up however he eventually made it then reversed back down. Dutchy decided to take his jeep through, however he got swamped in the middle and the Hummer had to pull him out. I then went in the Hummer which made it up the embankment after a few attempts. The water came in and a fish was found floating in the vehicle. Ken Morris’s Dodge was bogged to the axle while all this exciting action was taking place.

On Saturday evening we had a BYO everything BBQ, played some music and drew the raffle prizes. Ball Park donated a night’s accommodation, The Star Hotel donated some wine, Federation Cellars donated some beer and wine and Dave Brown donated some army underpants and a kit bag. John Mackie took a large group of us for a drive up the main street of Corowa in Jim Bennie’s DUKW. After a port or two we adjourned to our beds at about 1am. The money raised from the raffle will go towards advertising next year. Some of the local car clubs have expressed an interest in joining us on the Saturday for the procession and Swap Meet. 

On Sunday the majority of participants left for home. Once again there were people from NSW, Vic. S.A, Qld, N.T. and Tasmania along with Richard Farrant from the U.K. who came out once again to be with us; it is always good to catch up with him and he also planned to catch up with the participants of Trek 2000 also. He drove Max Hedges back to Yass in their Ford Blitz and enjoyed every minute of it. It is always good to see new enthusiasts and the Yass group keep adding new members with military vehicles. Ashley Wilson and Robert Farmer followed the Hedges in Ashley’s recently restored Chev C15A 4x4. I stayed in Yass for the night before proceeding back to Sydney on Monday

Vehicle list:

24 Jeeps

1 Ford Blitz


3 Chev Blitz’s

1 Hummer

4 GPA’s


2 Harley Davidson Motor cycles

2 Land rovers

1 GMC


1940 Chev Staff Car

Lend Lease Chev
2 Command Cars

LP4 Armoured Car

2 International trucks
1 DUKW


3 Dodge Weapons Carriers 


½ ton Dodge

1 Motor Cycle


Army Pushbike


1 Ford Mutt [M151]
1 Zundapp motor cycle
1 Isuzu truck
Jan Thompson

